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President Carlos Salinas de Gortari's 1991 budget request predicts a major cutback in direct
government participation in agricultural production and commodity distribution. For instance, the
budget line for the National Popular [Basic] Subsistence Company (CONASUPO) is 16.8% less in
nominal, and 30% less in real terms, than the 1990 allocation. Next year, CONASUPO will purchase
only 8% of the domestic sugar supply. [According to reports appearing in the national media on Dec.
4, Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) congresspersons say the dramatic reduction in funding
for CONASUPO is "irresponsible." Given the agricultural sector's financial crisis and continued
exposure to international competition, the budget removes even minimum protection.] The 1991
allocation for Azucar S.A. was cut by 45.3% compared to 1990. The requested appropriation for the
Mexican Coffee Institute (INMECAFE) is 42.6% less than in 1990. Allocations for rural development
programs were increased by 10% in real terms. Objectives and activities of these programs are
many: improvement of farmers' quality of life, increased competitiveness, deregulation, agricultural
self-sufficiency, export promotion, basic input distribution, water and soil conservation, research
and technological development, investment in irrigation, and pest and disease control. (Sources: El
Financiero, 11/22/90, 11/27/90, 12/04/90; La Jornada, El Nacional, 12/04/90)
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